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William Evans and Simon Wiles have opened the doors on an extraordinary
holiday let which has everything the discerning staycationer could wish for

INSPIRED IDEAS FOR
AN INSTANT HISTORY

W
hen William Evans’ 
parents moved to 
Herefordshire in 
search of space for 
their Percherons 
and donkeys, the 

relocation presented William and his partner 
Simon Wiles with an opportunity they 

couldn’t turn down.
“Finding anywhere in Hertfordshire 

where they lived previously with the amount 
of space they needed proved prohibitive,” 
explains Simon, who works with the Churches 
Conservation Trust to keep decommissioned 
churches in use by their communities, “and, 
having always had an interest in the west 

country, they found their way to Kinnersley, 
where they had a bit of extra land.”

And that’s where the opportunity arose, 
presenting the perfect site for William and 
Simon to build a house once the old stables 
had been demolished.

“We worked with local architect, John 
Williams, who had himself created an 

extraordinary holiday let, Cruck Barn, 
located on the edge of woodland on a hill 
above Wigmore, to liaise with Herefordshire 
Council and secure planning permission.” 

The house is timber-framed to our own 
design, and though it has been in existence 
for less than five years, it possesses a timeless 
quality inside and out, which was very much 
the aesthetic William and Simon were after 
from the start of the project.

The other thing that was important to 
the couple was to ensure the cottage was 
as eco friendly as possible: “Our heating is 
supplied by air source, and our waste systems 
are designed to be filtered into the local 
water supply, without detriment to nature 
around the area. To remove waste and water 

from the cottage, a natural system is used in 
conjunction with a treatment system to treat 
liquid waste which allow bacteria, fungi and 
algae to digest the sewage and clean the water 
before allowing it to be filtered back into 
the culverts and thus supply local fields with 
water.”

Their original vision for the house had 
been to create three bedrooms – one master 
double and two smaller single bedrooms – in 

anticipation of appealing to families, but 
realising that the two singles would be too 
small, the plans were revised to create two 
spacious en suite rooms on the first floor, a 
decision that has paid off: “Our guests tend 
to be couples, not families, so it was a good 
decision to make two really, really spacious 
rooms, built into the roof of the house.”

The design of the house finalised, 
Jenkinsons Builders (jenkinsonbuilders.com) 

The other thing that was important  
to the couple was to ensure the cottage was 

as eco friendly as possible
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mistletoecottagekinnersley.co.uk

from Three Cocks were chosen to build the 
cottage, and Simon and William could not 
have been more pleased with that decision.

“They have been back maybe three times 
for tiny snagging issues,” which anyone who’s 
ever built a house will know is unheard of.

“William’s mum and dad made gallons of 
tea and they just got on with it.

“The build was really speedy – it began on 
September 1 2017, and we were in on April 1 
2018. The only hold up was a pause when we 
had four days of snow!

“We were lucky, too, to be given a bit 
of a garden, which we wanted to be low 
maintenance so we planted trees and shrubs, 
which William’s sister looks after for us.”

Having made the major decisions about 
the house together, Simon was happy to 
leave the furnishing to William. “William was 
a footwear designer in Northampton,” he 
explains, “so creativity is in his blood and he 
had a very strong vision of how he wanted 
each room to look.”

H is design scheme has been 
carefully put together to 
allow for the inclusion 
of eclectic touches – an 
approach that contributes 

to the sense that the house is older than its 
bones. “Simon is a fan of a bargain,” William 
adds, “and sourced many of the accessories 
around the house from charity shops and 
auctions, including the dining table which he 
picked up very cheaply at a charity shop!”

The chairs were found in IKEA. “We 
were conscious that people might take chairs 
outside, and didn’t want expensive chairs 
to be ruined. These work well and are very 
comfortable, too.”

William is also something of a magpie 
when it comes to finding fabrics and is always, 
Simon reports, first in line when Colefax and 
Fowler open the doors on their annual sale. 

And if he loves a fabric, he’ll find a home 

for it – as with the gorgeous, almost art deco, 
pattern on a bedroom chair, which is the only 
one of its kind in the house.

In the kitchen, William’s love of a good 
buy resulted in the distinctive splashback 
created from end-of-line tiles – “We wanted 
something to add real interest to the plain 
colours of the kitchen,” which is a bespoke 
design in dark blue by Duncan Weaver 
(Duncanweavercabinetmaker.co.uk) with 
hammered metal cup handles.

Keeping an eye on the aesthetic of the 
house as well as on the budget, William also 
“scrounged a couple of sofas from friends 
who were giving them away and had them 
reupholstered”.

“When you’re putting a house together 
(from scratch) it’s expensive, but over a 
period of time we’ve added things – including 
including patio chairs, a fire pit and a secure 
shed for storing guests’ bicycles.”

And, more recently, a shepherd’s hut. 
“We met a chap who makes shepherds’ 
huts as a hobby who said he had one in the 
garden that he was trying to get rid of, so 
we bought it from him and brought it to 
Mistletoe Cottage.” It now offers additional 
accommodation, though guests sleeping in 
the hut have to use the cottage’s facilities. 
“But there’s a bathroom on the ground floor!”

Having been in leisure and hospitality, 
Simon had the experience to ensure that 
Mistletoe Cottage has everything today’s 
staycationer looks for. “You have to think of 
all the little things people might need,”, which 
on a staycation could well be “umbrellas.”

‘When you’re putting a house together (from 
scratch) it’s expensive, but over a period of time 

we’ve added things – including patio chairs
and a fire pit’


